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Welcome back to our series on the church. Last week, on the International 

Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church, we focused on persecution as a 

normal reality for the church. So, today as we begin to look at the role of 

spiritual gifts in the life of the church, I thought it would be beneficial for us 

to meditate on I Peter 4:7-11 which addresses spiritual gifts in the context of 

persecution.  

 

I’m going to use four key words to organize the main points of our passage. 

These key words summarize how we should respond to the increasing 

pressure of the last days. They are practical instruction on how believers are 

to stand strong in days of persecution. They are not the only instruction that I 

Peter or the NT gives, but they set the context for our discussion of spiritual 

gifts in a unique way. So what are the four words? Pray (vs. 7), love (vs. 8), 

care (vs. 9), serve (vs. 10-11). Our primary focus will be on the last one, 

serve, but we will also touch on the others to stay situated in the proper 

context.  

 

Before we dig into these particular verses (7-11), I want to take a step back 

and set them in the broader context of I Peter. The book of 1 Peter as a whole 

is focused on how to live God-pleasing lives of faithfulness in the face 

testing/persecution. In the words of John MacArthur, the purpose of this 

letter is to teach believers “how to live victoriously in the midst of hostility: 

1) without losing hope; 2) without becoming bitter; 3) while trusting in their 

Lord; 4) and while looking for His second coming”
1
 

 

Now let’s zoom in a little closer to the more immediate context of vs.7 -11, 

which will prove insightful. Verses 7-11 are in the context of suffering and 

persecution. Chapter 4, vs. 1 (this is what comes before our passage) is about 

suffering: [4:1-2] In other words, living pure lives in these last days of 

hostility will result in suffering from a hostile world. By the way, when vs. 1 

says, “he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,” I take that to 
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mean that victory over sin is evident in our lives when we are willing to 

suffer for the sake of Christ over pleasing ourselves. We know that we 

treasure Christ more than our sinful self-centeredness when we are willing to 

risk personal displeasure for the sake of honoring Jesus in our lives.  

 

So the context that precedes our passage is about suffering for the sake of 

living a pure life for Christ. Add to this that vs. 7 begins by putting us in the 

context of the last days: “the end of all things is near, therefore…”  

 

What about the context that follows vs. 7-11? What follows is further 

discussion regarding persecution: [vs. 12-13] 

 

So why have I take all this time on the wider context of our passage? 

Because I want you to see this: The harder things get in these last days of 

suffering and persecution, the greater our need to pray, love, care, and serve. 

In other words, as the pressure of the end times increases, so does our need to 

depend on God and our need to uphold one another. Days are coming when 

we will be hard pressed to stand for God alone. We need His grace which is 

most often dispensed through other members of the body. In other words, 

when the pressure increases, we should not go into self-preservation mode 

and only take care of self at all cost. No, we should be counter cultural by 

being Christ-like. We should be selfless in our love for one another when life 

is at its hardest. (snow shoe?) 

 

Now, with the intensity of that context, let’s look at these four key words:  

 

1. Pray [vs. 7].  

 

First, notice that Peter begins with a word that orients us toward God. The 

other three words regarding our relationships with believers will fall short 

without a fundamental dependence on God. Peter says we are to be sober-

minded with sound judgment for the purpose of prayer. [note: the word for 

sound judgment also carries a sense of self-controll] Where does sound 

judgment come from? Is it simply the result of common sense and 

experience? Those things may be helpful but common sense and experience 

do not equal sound judgment. Sound judgment (which produces self-

controll), requires that a person has God’s perspective on life—God’s 



perspective which is eternal, true, and wise. Sound judgment comes from the 

wisdom and truth of God’s Word. Sound judgment does not rely on our own 

ideas but draws from the Bible the wisdom of living our earthly lives in light 

of God who has created us, loves us, redeemed us, and will call us to 

account. This kind of sound judgment will radically impact the way we pray. 

It will impact our confidence in God, our understanding of His purposes, and 

therefore what we seek from Him.  

 

Vs. 7 represents what Jesus taught Peter back in Luke 21:34-36 where Jesus 

has been describing all the events that will take place before the end, before 

the 2
nd

 coming: “Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted down 

with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day come 

on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on the 

face of all the earth. But keep on the alert at all times, praying in order that 

you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take 

place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

Jesus taught Peter that in that last days we are to pray for strength to “escape 

all these things.” What things? The worldly things that would trap you in vs. 

34 (dissipation, drunkenness, the worries of life). In other words, be sober-

minded, not intoxicated by worldliness that will dull your senses and prevent 

you from praying for the strength you need to navigate through the pressure 

of the last days.  

 

By the way, these very concepts are remarkably parallel to 1Peter 4 where 

sound judgment and sober-mindedness for the purpose of prayer guard us 

against the trap of worldliness—the danger of falling in love with this world 

and becoming spiritually dull so as to be unprepared for the pressure of the 

last days and the return of our Savior.  

 

Jesus said in Luke 21, “Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted 

down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life.” Peter said 

4:3-6, “For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the 

desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, 

drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.” You’ve 

had enough of that in your former way of life. Don’t return to the trap of 

worldliness. Peter says, “be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the 

purpose of prayer…because the end of all things is near….” (vs 7). Jesus 

said it this way: “Keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have 

the strength to escape all these things” (Luke 21:36). 

  

2. Love [vs. 8].  

Peter says that we are to fuel our love for one another “above all.” So, we are 

to count all other human priorities as secondary to keeping our love for one 

another alive and strong—“fervent.” The word fervent means straining or 

stretching with maximum effort. A picture of fervent is a sprinter straining 

and stretching forward toward the finish line—putting everything he has into 

it. It’s the opposite of having a casual love for one another. Love for 

believers must be purposeful, intentional, and persistent.  

 

Love considers the needs of others as more pressing than our own—love 

gives! Love values the relationship and its mending as worth more than the 

cost of an offense—love forgives! Because love cover a multitude of sins, it 

enables us to walk in the power of purity by overlooking lesser offenses and 

forgiving greater offenses.  

 

When Peter says that love covers a multitude of sins, he’s not talking about: 

� Sweeping things under the rug by pretending it didn’t happen 

� Keeping skeletons in the closet  by refusing to deal with sin and hurt 

� Sidestepping church discipline
2
  

He’s talking about overlooking minor offenses rather than taking them 

personally and always being ready to forgive.  

 

As the pressure of the final days increases, we can’t afford to let petty 

offenses trip us up or greater offenses to hold us back from forgiving. When 

we face the hostility of the world, we can’t afford to also be bitter against our 

brothers. We need to be ready to avoid the stumbing blocks of bitterness so 

that we can be strengthened by one another to stand faithfully.  

 

3. Care [vs. 9].  

 

Peter’s command here is to be ready to cheerfully meet the needs of a brother 

in the Lord, even if he is a stranger. The word hospitality literally means 
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“loving strangers.”  So how do we develop the readiness to love strangers 

with hospitality so that when a need arises we aren’t so harshly jolted out of 

our comfort so as to grumble? We prepare by having an open heart and home 

to those who aren’t strangers. We may not be in situation right now in 

America where we need to be ready to take in fellow believers who are 

fleeing persecution and need a place of refuge, but there are times when we 

need believers who are ready to take someone into their home in a moment’s 

notice; whether a young person who needs to get into a safe environment for 

a few days or maybe a young fiancé who has been convinced from the 

scriptures that she should not be living with her boyfriend before marriage 

and needs a place to stay for a number of weeks before the wedding.   

 

While this kind of thing does not happen every day, when the need arises we 

look for someone who is able and willing to give the ministry of hospitality. 

If this is the kind of ministry that is close to your heart and you have the 

capacity to take in someone in need, let us know so that we can call on you 

when a need arises and see if it is an appropriate fit for you at the time.  

 

Illus: Blessed by hospitality of churches in SD and Neb.  

 

4. Serve [10-11].  

 

Let’s not lose sight of the overall context. We’re talking about putting our 

spiritual gifts into action as a means of helping the church persevere under 

the pressure testing. Its’ really tempting for us in times of relative peace, 

when the church is not directly facing the stress of testing or persecution, to 

think of serving as an extra-curricular option. We can think of ministry as 

what a certain number of people need to do to keep the programs running. 

But this is never the perspective of the Bible. At the very core of our identity 

as followers of Christ is a call to servanthood; to imitate Jesus who was the 

ultimate servant. Like Jesus, servanthood is not what we do; its who we are. 

Servanthood is at the very heart of the gospel. Jesus said, “For even the Son 

of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 

for many” (Mark 10:45). 

 

God has given believers spiritual gifts so that they can do likewise. Not focus 

on being served but rather serve others, giving of their lives so that others 

may experience the gospel of Jesus Christ. The purpose of spiritual gifts is 

not to merely help someone identify what church program they might serve 

in. The purpose of our spiritual gifting is to strengthen the each other to be 

mature and faithful under the pressure of this world and fulfilling our mission 

of advancing the gospel, making disciples of all people.  

 

 

In vs. 10-11, Peter gives us 6 foundational insights to understand the biblical 

vision of spiritual gifts:  

 

1. Each believer has been given a special gift (vs. 10). 

“As each one has received a special gift…” 

2. Our spiritual gifts are to be employed, or put into action (vs. 10). 

“…employ it…” 

3. These gifts are not to be self-serving but a means of serving others 

(vs. 10). 

“…in serving one another…” 

4. Our gifts are to be exercised as a stewardship of God’s grace (vs. 10) 

“…as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”  

5. God is to be the focal point of our gifts, not ourselves, whether 

through speaking gifts or serving gifts (vs. 11). 

“Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances 

of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the 

strength which God supplies”  

 

Peter uses two general categories for spiritual gifts here: speaking 

gifts and serving gifts. Examples of speaking gifts would be 

teaching, exhortation, knowledge, prophecy, etc., while serving gifts 

would include things like the gift of service, helps, leadership, 

giving, mercy, etc.  

 

Regarding speaking gifts, Peter says we are to speak as one who is 

speaking the utterances or oracles of God, meaning that speaking 

gifts are not to be used to promote human opinion but to 

communicate the oracles of God as revealed in Scripture (Rom 3:2).  

 



Regarding serving gifts, we are to serve not out of our own human 

resourcefulness but by the enabling that comes from God’s grace.  

 

6. The purpose of our spiritual gifts is to glorify God in all things 

through Jesus by functioning as His body, under His authority (vs. 

11). 

“…so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

As we begin our look at Spiritual Gifts, I have a unique assignment for you 

this week. Take some time this week to think about your primary occupation 

in life as an ambassador for Christ. Beyond your normal vocation, your main 

occupation in life as a follower of Christ and child of God is to promote the 

kingdom of God. Think about the unique way that God has wired you along 

with the skills, talents, and experiences you possess. If you could choose any 

one way to joyfully invest your energy in encouraging or influencing people 

for the kingdom of God what would it be? (may even want to share this 

dream with your life group or a pastor/elder). 

 

The reason I’m giving you this assignment is because so often we just try to 

fit people in to existing ministry programs instead of developing ministry 

around people’s giftedness. I want to give you the freedom this week to 

dream up unique and fitting ways that you would find joy in serving the Lord 

by ministering to others.  


